Pathology of specimen. The excised specimen was submitted for histological examination and was found to be a simple diverticulum lined by normal mucosa and with complete muscle coats. There was intense inflammatory reaction with extreme oedema, polymorph infiltration and submucous abscess formation. Apart from these latter foci where polymorphs were present in enormous numbers, plasma cells predominated.
This condition is perhaps most often confused with carcinoma at operation and on several occasions the patient has been rather less fortunate than C. li. ; indeed, at least one fatal case has been recorded, and it would seem a reasonable assumption that there have been others.
In tliis instance the simple expedient of opening the bowel gave the diagnosis, but numerous cases have been reported of the later stages of the disease when the problem of diagnosis may become very difficult indeed, on account of abscess formation or gross peritoneal contamination.
The etiology of the condition is an interesting field for speculation. In this case the presence of complete muscle coats is indicative of the congenital nature of the lesion and in this connection numerous theories have been propounded, almost all of them with a strong mechanistic bias.
The acquired type of diverticulum is probably more common, preceded by simple ulcer or the chronic granulomata. In such cases the diagnosis will usually be elicited by histological examination.
